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THE HISTORY OF HARDWICKE AMATEUR FOOTBALL CLUB.

The name of the Football Club is Hardwicke Amateur Football Club, more commonly known as Hardwicke A.F.C. In recent years the nickname of the club has been affectionally known as ‘’Wickey’’. The club was founded in 1933 (as records show) but rumoured to have been formed in 1918. In 1947 Hardwicke AFC played in a ‘friendly’ against a German prisoner of war team, based in Quedgeley. 

The club played in the Northern Senior League between 1959-1971. However, were forced to pull out of the league as the club moved from their ground which was previously Naas Lane, Quedgeley. 

During the 1970’s and early 80’s the club played on the current playing fields in Green Lane, Hardwicke and represented the club in the Stroud and District league. Unfortunately, the club could not progress further as the changing rooms were not up to the required standard. 

The club assisted financially with the development of new changing rooms on the end of the village hall and subsequently was promoted to Northern Senior Division Two, having won the First Division of the Stroud and District league.

The current crest of the club was integrated during 1987 and the club chose to use the centre of the Hardwicke Estates Crest (from the Lloyds-Baker family who kindly gave us permission to use this). The three white objects on the crest are in fact Serpents, not swans. The crest seems to have been misunderstood from being Serpents to Swans for the past 20 years. This crest has also been adopted by Hardwicke Rangers Youth Football Club. 

After four seasons in the Second Division of the Northern Senior League, the First team were promoted to the First Division in 1988 after finishing runners-up to Hilldene Athletic.

Further success in the club’s history didn’t occur until 1993-1994 when our reserve team secured the GFA Intermediate County Cup beating Down Ampney 2-0. 

In 1994 the club leased The Close, Green Lane, Hardwicke and developed this from a farmers field. This was opened by Charles Lloyds-Baker to the local community and the club had a weekend of celebrations. 

In 1997 the First Team reached the County Cup Final for the first time but lost to Endsleigh Reserves in a close fought game. 

1998 saw Hardwicke firsts had been promoted to the Gloucestershire County League having become runners up in the Northern Senior Division One. 

The club ‘raised the bar’ in upgrading its facilities by providing barriers around the pitch, providing a club programme and food/beverage offerings. The club would regularly welcome programme collectors from all over the County. 

The Reserve Team gained promotion of Division One of the Stroud League after becoming Division Two Champions in 2001/2002.

The club won the County League and Les James League Cup in 2007/2008. In the same season the club narrowly missed out on the GFA Trophy against Bitton in the final. 

With promotion to the Hellenic League, the team went onto win the Hellenic Division 1 title by a massive 15 points during the 2008-2009 season. 

In 2009/10 season Hardwicke realised that they could not sustain being in the Hellenic League and made the decision to disband their First Team. 

Since this period the First’s had gone from Stroud Division Two up to Northern Senior Division One with several promotions.

In August 2014, the club played a Tottenham Spurs legends side to celebrate the life of Rob Dawe, who was a Chairman of Hardwicke Rangers. Tottenham won 11-2.

In the season of 2014/2015 Hardwicke reserve team finished runners up in Stroud Division 3 and were promoted to Stroud Division 2. In the same season the reserves made it to the final of the Charity Cup played at Stonehouse F.C where they were narrowly beaten on penalties by Longlevens 3rd team. 

In the 2014/15 season Hardwicke first team finished runners up and were promoted to the County League once again following a huge amount of improvements being made including a new referees changing room being built, pitch perimeter fencing being installed and new dug out’s being built in order for Hardwicke to be eligible to be promoted into this league. 

In 2015/16 Hardwicke first team won the Les James League cup against Rockleaze Rangers played at Tytherington Rocks FC. Craig Harris scored the only goal of the game. 

The club has three teams, with these competing in Stroud Division 1 and 4 with our 3rd team being promoted to Stroud Division 4 in the 15/16 season and reserves being promoted to Stroud 1 in the 16/17 season. 
Club Honours (Saturday Only)

· 1935/1936- George Saude Cup - Winners

· 1948/1949- SDL Division 3- Runners-Up

· 1949/1950- SDL Division 2- Winners

· 1951/1952- SDL Division 3- Runners-Up

· 1955/1956- SDL Division 1- Runners-Up

· 1964/1965- SDL Division 3- Winners

· 1965/1966- SDL Division 2- Winners

· 1969/1970- SDL Division 5- Runners-Up

· 1978/1979- SDL Division 2- Winners

· 1980/1981- SDL Division 5- Runners-Up

· 1982/1983- SDL Division 1- Winners

· 1983/1984- Stroud Charity Cup- Winners

· 1984/1985- SDL Division 5- Winners

· 1989/1990- NSL Division 2- Runners Up

· 1993/1994- GFA County Cup -Winners

· 1994/1995- SDL Division 3- Runners-Up

· 1996/1997- GFA Senior Amateur Cup- Finalists

· 1997/1998- NSL Division 1- Runners-Up

· 1997/1998- GFA Senior Amateur Cup- Finalists

· 1998/1999- NSL Division 1- Runners-Up

· 2001/2002- SDL Division 2- Winners

· 2004/2005- Stroud Charity Cup- Winners

· 2006/2007- Stroud Charity Cup- Winners

· 2007/2008- Gloucestershire County League-Winners

· 2007/2008- Les James Trophy-Winners

· 2007/2008- GFA Challenge Cup- Finalists

· 2008/2009- Hellenic Division 1 (West)- Winners

· 2008/2009- SDL Division 2- Runners-Up

· 2008-2009- SDL Division 8- Runners-Up

· 2009/2010- SDL Division 7- Winners

· 2010/2011- SDL Division 1- Runners-Up

· 2010/2011- SDL Division 6- Runners-Up

· 2011/2012- NSL Division 2- Promoted

· 2012/2013- Stroud Charity Cup- Winners

· 2012/2013- SDL Division 5- Runners-Up

· 2012/2013- SDL Division 7- Runners-Up

· 2013/2014- GFA Intermediate Cup - Finalists

· 2013/2014- SDL Division 4- Runners-Up

· 2014/2015- SDL Division 3- Runners-Up

· 2014/2015- NSL Division 1 Runners-Up

· 2014/2015- Stroud Charity Cup- Finalists (Runners-Up)

· 2015/2016- Les James League Cup- Winners
· 2016/2017 - SDL Division 2- Runners-Up

No history of Hardwicke AFC would be complete without a special mention of the King family. Frank King who sadly passed away in 1998 was involved in the club for over 60 years. His son Tony held his position in the club but sadly passed away in 2008.

Currently long standing club members are: Dareth Daley (34 years), Geoffrey ‘Stan’ Hine (25 years), John Leccacorvi (23 years), Michael Addle (15 years), Phillip Barnes (15 years).

The club is currently members of the Gloucestershire County League and the Stroud and District League (SDL). 

